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-Homer asks the Muse to sing to him about Odysseus and 
his adventures.

-In medias res: Calypso has held Odysseus captive for 
seven years on the island of Ogygia.

-Athena has pleaded for his release in front of an assembly 
of gods.

-We find out Poseidon has hindered Odysseus from 
returning home, but Zeus demands that Poseidon get over 
it already.

-Hermes is sent to Ogygia to ensure Odysseus is release 
from captivity. 











-Meanwhile, Athena flies to Ithaca to speak to Odysseus's son 
Telemachus.

-Droves of men courting Odysseus's wife Penelope have been 
feasting for years in Odysseus's court, pestering Penelope and 
depleting the resources of the estate.

-Athena takes the shape of Mentes, a friend of Odysseus's father 
Laertes.

-She finds Telemachus sitting idly in the midst of the festivities, 
dreaming of riding the kingdom of the men.
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-Athena tells Telemachus that Odysseus is still alive and is 
fated to return home. She explains that he is being held 
captive on a faraway island.

-Telemachus tells Athena about the shame the suitors have 
brought to the estate– Athena tells Telemachus to avenge 
his father by killing them all. She cites another son who 
avenged his father and tells Telemachus to be  more like 
that kid.

-She advises Telemachus to take a crew to Pylos and Sparta 
in search of his father.

-Once Athena leaves, Telemachus wonders if the old man 
was actually a god.
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-Penelope comes down from her room to complain about 
the music, saying it reminds her that her husband is still 
lost/gone. Telemachus tells his mother to have courage, 
then tells all the men to leave the house or Zeus will 
punish them.

-They claim he has no authority in the kingdom. He shuts 
up.
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-The two men arrive at Menelaus’s palace– they are bathed and oiled 
again.

-Menelaus begins to talk about the war and says Odysseus worked the 
hardest but suffered the most. Telemachus cries.

-Helen drugs the men. She then tells them about Odysseus’s cleverness 
during the war.

-Menelaus tells Telemachus that he heard Odysseus was trapped on 
Calypso’s island. And a bunch of other things about seals and tricking 
the gods.

-Meanwhile, the suitors find out Telemachus has left. They plot to 
murder him. Someone tattles to Penelope, and she lays in bed crying. 
Athena, disguised, tries to comfort her. Penelope starts asking about 
Odysseus.

-The suitors get a boat and set a trap in order to kill Telemachus. 
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-Back to the scene in Book 1– Zeus tells Athena to take 
Telemachus back home and Hermes to tell Calypso to release 
Odysseus.

-Zeus decrees that Odysseus will sail home with great pain and 
difficulty (what a jerk!), and that he will arrive at the land of the 
Phaeacians, who will speed him home with vast treasures in tow.

-Hermes finds Calypso by a fire weaving and Odysseus crying on 
the beach.

-He tells Calypso what Zeus said, to which she responds that 
Zeus is just jealous. She says she loves Odysseus like her husband 
and has offered to make him immortal.

-Odysseus is still crying. He weeps for Penelope. Calypso tells 
him to pull it together. 
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-Calypso warns Odysseus that his travels will be difficult and 
advises him to stay with her. She says she may not be as pretty 
as his wife, but she wants him to stay.

-Odysseus says that Penelope is not as pretty as Calypso, but he 
still misses his home. They sleep together. (He also says that he 
never cheated on Penelope with his heart, just his body).

-In the morning, he builds a raft and sails for seventeen days 
before seeing the Phaeacian island.

-Poseidon is still pretty salty and creates a huge storm that 
destroys Odysseus’s raft. Odysseus wishes he had died in the war.

-A goddess takes pity of Odysseus and makes him immortal so 
he can swim to the island. Poseidon shrugs and gives up. 
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-Odysseus falls asleep on the shore.

-Athena disguises herself as a teenage girl and finds the princess 
sleeping. She makes fun of how dirty the princess’s clothes are 
and encourages her to wash them in the ocean.

-Athena and the princess go down to the shore where Odysseus 
is sleep and play (naked) while waiting for the clothes to dry. 
They wake Odysseus up.

-He’s also naked, so he awkwardly walks out to greet them. All 
the girls run away, except the princess. He tells her she’s really 
pretty. She tells him that it looks like the gods hate him, but 
agrees to help him out.

-Athena makes him look super hot and the girls are impressed. 
They refuse to walk with him in the town, though. The princess 
tells him how to get into the palace.









-Athena, in disguise, tells the a group of people to get a crew and ship 
ready for Odysseus. They do so.

-A bard sings a song about Odysseus and Achilles which causes 
Odysseus to cry. Alcinous notices and challenges him to an athletic 
competition.

-The men beg Odysseus to compete, but he claims he’s too tired. They 
make fun of him until he begrudgingly agrees. He beats them all.

-Alcinous claims the Phaeacians are only competitive at eating. So, they 
feast.

-The bard tells another story about Odysseus during the war that makes 
him cry, again.

-Alcinous demands to know who Odysseus is and why he’s always 
crying. 
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Charybdis was a sea monster, later rationalized as a 
whirlpool and considered a shipping hazard in the 
Strait of Messina.

Scylla was a monster that lived on one side of a 
narrow channel of water, opposite her counterpart 
Charybdis. 

The two sides of the strait were within an arrow's 
range of each other—so close that sailors attempting 
to avoid Charybdis would pass too close to Scylla and 
vice versa.















For Homework Tonight...
�Pretend you are King Alcinous (ruler of the Phaecians)

�Write a letter to Poseidon pleading for forgiveness as 
he is angry with you for aiding Odysseus.
In this letter include:
● A detailed explanation of WHY you felt it was 

important to help Odysseus return home (defending 
your decision).

● A detailed explanation of how you or your people will 
repay Poseidon (Sacrifice? Shrine? Celebration? 
Fasting?) BE CREATIVE/APPROPRIATE One whole page 
double spaced and typed, 12 pt. Times New Roman



Letter Format

King Alcinous
Street Address
Island of Phaecia

Dear god Poseidon,

Sincerely, 

King Alcinous







Journal #25

In Book 16, �At last, Telemachus and his 
father Odysseus are reunited in Ithaca.Reflect 
on a time when you were reunited with a loved 
one after being apart. What kinds of emotions 
did you experience? (If you cannot think of an 
example write as if you ARE Telemachus and 
you have just been reunited with Odysseus). At 
least one whole page. 











   
1. What is the name of the island where the men next land?  
2. Who is Aeolus, and what does he do?
3. What do the sailors do to the bag of winds? What happens?
4. Who are the Laestrygonians, and what do they do?
5. Where do the men land next, and who lives there?
6. Who leads the party of 22 men to explore the island?  
7. What creatures surround Circe?
8. What was the goddess Circe doing when the men found her?
9. Who is Polites?  
10. Which man does not go inside Circe’s home? Why?
11. What did Circe add to the men’s drinks?
12. What happened to the men?  
13. What does Hermes give Odysseus?  
14. What does Circe persuade Odysseus to do?  
15. For how long does Odysseus stay with Circe?  
16. Where do Odysseus and the men have to go before heading home?
17. Who will share a prophecy with Odysseus? 
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1. Where does Odysseus go next?  
2. Who is the blind prophet?
3. What does Odysseus sacrifice to the dead?
4. What does Odysseus sacrifice to Teiresias?  
5. Who were some of the dead? 
6. According to Teiresias, who will cause Odysseus trouble? Why?  
7. What will Odysseus find on Thrinakia?
8. If Odysseus’s crew eats the cows, what will happen to them and their ship?
9. How many survivors will remain? (lines 1116-7).

10. What does Teiresias say Odysseus will find when he returns home?
11. After Odysseus returns home and kills the suitors, to whom should he make 

sacrifice?
12. Whose ghost does Odysseus see?
13. What is Odysseus’s mother’s name?
14. How did she die?
15. What did Odysseus try to do to his mother three times but fail?
16. Who does Odysseus accuse of making his mother appear as a hallucination?
17. What are the people’s “bodies” like in the Underworld?
18. After the Land of the Dead, where does Odysseus go? 
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1.  Describe the cyclops: what does he look like; what is his  favorite food; 
where does he live; what does he do for a living? 

2.  How does Polyphemus lure the sailors into the cave? 

3. Explain two ways that Ulysses tricks Polyphemus. 

4.  What happens after Polyphemus falls asleep?  How do the  men get out 
of the cave? 

5. Why don't the other cyclops help Polyphemus? 

6. What mistake does Ulysses make after he is back in the boat?  

 7.  Who does Polyphemus ask to punish Ulysses? 

8.  Does Ulysses display any epic hero qualities in this chapter?



J  # 26
When Odysseus goes to The Underworld, he meets one of 
his men who died as well as his mother. He speaks with her 
and is distraught that she has died of grief waiting for him 
to return to Ithaca. He speaks to all of these shades and 
becomes quite overwhelmed and escapes on his ship. 
Thinking about all of the people who died of grief waiting 
for their husbands to return home, it becomes quite 
overwhelming with emotions. Is there a time in your life 
where you were so overwhelmed with emotions that you 
just ran away from your problems? How was your situation 
different than that of Odysseus? How did the grief affect 
you? One whole page. 



1. What is the first danger about which Circe warns Odysseus?
2. Describe the Sirens.
3. What will happen to Odysseus if he hears the sirens sing?  
4. What does Circe tell Odysseus to do to the men’s ears?  
5. If Odysseus wants to listen to the sirens, what can he do?  
6. What is the second danger?
7. Describe Scylla.  
8. How many men does Scylla eat from passing ships?  
9. What is the third danger.

10. What does Charybdis do three times?  
11. What advice does Circe offer?  
12. After going past Scylla, where will they go? What is on this island?
13. If Odysseus’s crew eats the beeves (cattle), what will happen?  
14. What does Odysseus not reveal to his crew?
15. What does Odysseus ask his men to do to him so he can hear the sirens?
16. What does Odysseus put in the men’s ears?
17. Who sang to Odysseus’s ship?
18. What did Odysseus cry out to his men when he heard the sirens sing?
19. What did the men do when they heard a strange sound? 
20. What did Odysseus tell the men as they went toward Scylla? Why? 
21. What was Odysseus looking for? 
22. What does Charybdis do? 
23. What do the men see after Charybdis swallows water?
24. How many men does Scylla eat?
25. Where is the last place the men land?
26. What do the men eat that belongs to Helios?
27. Who punishes the men? How?
28. Where does Odysseus go (which is where we met him in Book 5)? 
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Journal #27: How will YOU prepare?

As you reflect on the past 38 weeks of school, you have 
learned a lot about the Renaissance, Greek culture, the 
college and career research process, the GOAL setting 
process, SAT strategies, among many other subject. 
Preparing for the upcoming finals will test your 
stamina, focus, perseverance, and grit. How will you 
prepare for this course’s final exam? What kind of 
specific strategies will you employ to ensure the best 
outcome possible (i.e. passing your exams?) How will 
your other classes differ in your means of preparation? 
Give at least 3 specific examples of what you will do to 
prepare accordingly. At least one whole page. 


