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English 10: World Literature 

The Odyssey

Guided Reading Questions- Part 1
Book 1:  What Went On in the House of Odysseus
1. Who are the Muses?  
2. Who is the “man skilled in all ways of contending”—the subject of the story the narrator would like to hear?  
3. What happened to Odysseus’s men on the way home? (lines 10-15).  
4. For how long has Odysseus been away from home? Where had he been?  
5. Who kept Odysseus prisoner?  
6. Who is Odysseus’s patron goddess?  
7. What does Athena beg her father? Who is her father?  
8. Who is Odysseus’s enemy, and why is he mad at him?  
9. Who is sent to deliver the message from Zeus to free Odysseus?  
10. What is Odysseus’s son’s name, and where does he live?  
11. What is going on in his home?  
12. What do the suitors want? (suitors are men who wish to date/marry a woman) 

13. What are the three main themes of this epic? 

14. Who is Athena disguised as? Where does she go? 
15. What would Telemachus like his father to do? (lines 21-24). 
16. What does Telemachus ask Athena? (lines 41-44). 
17. What have the suitors done to Telemachus’s home? 
18. What does Athena advise Telemachus to do at daybreak? 
19. Telemachus is advised to take a boat to find out news about what person? 

20. What two men does Telemachus need to talk to? Who are they?

 21. What should Telemachus do if he discovers Odysseus is alive? 
22. What should Telemachus do if he discovers Odysseus is deceased? 
23. What can Telemachus do to the suitors now that he is no longer a child? 

Book 2:  How the Council Met in the Market-Place of Ithaca; and What Came of It
1. Who does Telemachus assemble and talk to at dawn?  
2. Who is the most arrogant (egotistical) suitor? 

3. What does this suitor demand?  
4. Who is Penelope?  
5. For how many years has Penelope refused to marry the suitors?

  
6. Penelope tells the suitors that she will marry one of them when__________________.  
7. What did Penelope do at the weaving loom in the day? At night?  
8. Who told the suitors Penelope’s secret?  
9. What did the suitors tell Telemachus he should do to Penelope if she would not marry one of the them?

10. Where does Telemachus go? (see italics before line 120).  
11. To whom does Athena compare Telemachus?  
12. What good qualities does this person possess?  
13. Who helps Telemachus prepare for his journey? Who is she to Telemachus?  
14. What is Telemachus’s only concern as he prepares to leave?  
Book 3:  What Happened in Sandy Pylos
1. Where is Telemachus’s first stop?  
2. For what celebration do Telemachus and Athena arrive?  
3. What is it ironic that they arrive during this celebration?  
4. What did the people of Pylos sacrifice to Poseidon?  
5. Why is Telemachus nervous about talking to Nestor? (lines 168-171).  
6. Athena is referred to as the “_______________________ goddess”.  
7. How did Nestor and his friends behave toward Telemachus?  
8. What does Nestor ask Telemachus after he feeds him?  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How does Nestor feel about Odysseus?  
10. What does Nestor know (or not know) about Odysseus? (lines 197-198).  
11. Who is Odysseus’s patron goddess? (line 203).  
12. According to Athena, what do the gods need to do to save a man? (lines 211-213).  
Book 4:  What happened in Lacedaimon
1. Where does Telemachus go after Pylos?  
2. Who does Telemachus visit here?  
3. What does Telemachus not reveal about himself to these people?  
4. Who is Athena disguised as?  
5. Who does King Menelaus tell favorable stories about?  
6. What does Telemachus do when he hears the stories?  
7. What does Menelaus realize? (line 225).  
8. What does Helen think about Telemachus?  
9. What news do Menelaus and Helen give Telemachus?  
